
FRANCE AND THE
NETHERLANDS

IN MAY 2010, thousands 
of Canadian students, teachers 
and veterans will journey through 
Europe to attend the o�  cial 
Victory in Europe 65th anniversary 
celebrations commemorating 
the end of World War II and the 
liberation of the Netherlands. 

Make history by taking part in 
this once-in-a-lifetime event.

VICTORY IN EUROPE - CELEBRATE THE OFFICIAL 65TH VE DAY ANNIVERSARY

BE A PART OF HISTORY



For a detailed itinerary, visit: eftours.ca/VEF

Countries visited:
Germany € France € The Netherlands

  Program Fee includes:
Full-time bilingual EF Tour Director
Transportation: Round-trip ” ight € Deluxe motor coach
Accommodations: 8 overnight stays in hotels with 

private bathrooms
Meals: European breakfast and dinner daily 
Sightseeing tours (7): Paris (2) € Amsterdam (2)

Heidelberg € Strasbourg € Colmar
Visits to special attractions (8): Strasbourg Cathedral 

Notre Dame Cathedral € Vimy Ridge Memorial 
Beaumont Hamel Newfoundland Memorial € In Flanders 
Fields Museum € Het Loo Palace € Jewish Historical 
Museum € Portuguese Synagogue

Visits to special ceremonies (4): Last Post Ceremony 
at the Menin Gate Memorial Candlelight Ceremony for 
the Fallen € Liberation Day Celebrations € Holocaust 
Remembrance Ceremony

Optional Excursions:
Versailles

The scheduled departure date for this tour is April 28, 2010.

Day 1: Flight
Overnight flight to Germany  � Relax as you 
fly across the Atlantic.

Day 2: Frankfurt € Heidelberg
Arrival in Frankfurt  � Touch down in Frankfurt 
where you�re greeted by your bilingual EF Tour 
Director who stays with you throughout your 
tour. Then it�s off to Heidelberg, one of the most 
beloved towns in Germany, which is also home to 
Germany�s oldest university dating back to 1386.
EF walking tour of Heidelberg  � Your Tour 
Director highlights such sites as the 700-year-old 
Schloss (palace) and its famous Fass (wine barrel), 
the world�s largest. From the castle�s historic 
battlements, you�ll enjoy a stunning view of the 
Neckar Valley, where Homo heidelbergensis 
roamed 500,000 years ago. You�ll also see the 
town�s medieval streets and Marktplatz, where 
witches were once burned at the stake. Writers 
as diverse as Mark Twain (who once floated 
down the Neckar on a raft) and Goethe (who was 
inspired by the view from the Schloss) have long 
praised Heidelberg�s enduring beauty. As the 
song says, you�ll leave your heart in Heidelberg.

Day 3: Alsace region
Guided sightseeing of Maginot Line  � 
Named after French Minister of Defense, 
AndrØ Maginot, Maginot Line denotes a series 
of fortifications, including tank obstacles 
and machine gun posts, built along France�s 
borders with Germany and Italy after the First 
World War. Not used for several decades, these 
relics serve as a reminder of those tumultuous 
days and a testament to the importance of a
peaceful Europe.

Tour director-led sightseeing of Strasbourg

� Your tour director shows you the town�s most 
amazing sites, including its UNESCO-protected 
city centre.
Visit the Strasbourg Cathedral  � Known as 
one of the world�s greatest examples of Gothic 
architecture, it was once the tallest building 
in the world, visible from all over Alsace. Go 
inside and gaze up at one of the world�s largest
astronomical clocks.
Visit to Colmar  � Stroll among half-timbered 
houses, well-kept gardens and winding roads. 
See Martin Schongauer�s painting Virgin in the 
Rosebush in the Eglise des Dominicains or the 
MusØe d�Unterlinden�s Issenheim Altarpiece. 
This evocative folding altar screen by Grünwald 
is one of the most talked-about German works 
of art.

Day 4: Paris
Walking tour of Paris  � Begin your stay in 
the City of Lights with a walking tour that 
centres around the ˛le de la CitØ, considered 
the birthplace of Paris. This island, surrounded 
entirely by the Seine, has been inhabited since 
the 3rd century B.C. and was the political and 
religious centre of France for centuries. ˛le de 
la CitØ houses three of Paris� most important 
bui ldings:  Notre Dame Cathedral ;  the 
Conciergerie, Paris� first prison; and St. Chapelle, 
the Gothic Catholic church.
Visit to Notre Dame Cathedral  � Built 
between 1163 and 1361 over the remains of an 
ancient Roman temple, it was here that Napoleon 
crowned himself emperor in 1804. Victor Hugo 

Follow the path of our soldiers while seeing breathtaking scenery like the tulip fields above.

10 DAYS France and The Netherlands
Germany € France € The Netherlands

Number of overnight stays in parentheses. This tour may also be reversed.



Optional excursion to Versailles  � You may 
also choose to visit Versailles, the elaborate palace 
of Louis XIV where the Sun King held court in 
the most lavish style imaginable. At one point, 
1,000 nobles were attended by 4,000 servants 
inside the palace, while 15,000 soldiers and 
servants inhabited the annexes. Stroll through 
the elegantly landscaped gardens designed by 
AndrØ Le Nôtre, tour the State Apartments of 
the King himself, walk through the historic Hall 
of Mirrors and admire the ornate decor of the 
State Apartments of the Queen. (Please note: 
Because of the extreme popularity of Versailles, 
guided visits of the interior cannot be guaranteed 
during peak seasons. In this case, your group will 
hear a presentation from your guide before entering 
the palace. Participants must enrol on this excursion 
no later than 50 days prior to departure.)

Day 6: Vimy € Ypres

Transfer to Vimy Region  � Travel to France�s 
serene region of Vimy.
Visit to Vimy Ridge Memorial  � Now peaceful, 
the area�s unassuming beauty holds the memory 
of one of Canada�s greatest military achievements. 
Reflect on Canada�s place in history at Hill 145, 
where during the First World War, the Canadian 
Corps under heavy fire isolated the German 
Army in their dugouts, winning the crucial Battle 
of Vimy Ridge. Now home to a towering white 
marble monument, Hill 145 remains a symbol of 
Canada�s peacekeeping efforts and, some say, the 
birth of a nation.

once described the sculptured facade of Notre 
Dame as �a vast symphony in stone.� But it 
was Hugo�s novel, The Hunchback of Notre 
Dame, that sparked a 23-year restoration of the 
building. Inside, you�ll be awed by the stained-
glass rose windows and seemingly weightless 
vaulted ceilings.

Day 5: Paris
Guided Sightseeing of Paris  � Today, a 
local guide shows you some of the world�s best-
known sites beginning with the imposing Arc de 
Triomphe, commemorating Napoleon�s Grande 
ArmØe. Take a drive down the elegant Champs-
ÉlysØes to the Place de la Concorde. Pass the 
Conciergerie, where prisoners of the Revolution 
spent their final days, and see Les Invalides, 
Louis XIV�s grand retirement home for wounded 
soldiers. You�ll also see the École Militaire, where 
Napoleon graduated to lieutenant and was told 
he�d go far if circumstances allowed. Next, make 
a photo stop at the Eiffel Tower to marvel at the 
6,000-ton centrepiece for the 1889 World�s Fair. 
You�ll hear the story of how this impressive � but 
once highly controversial � symbol of Paris was 
spared the wrecking ball in 1909. Pass the OpØra 
Garnier, where the famous Phantom of the Opera 
haunted his dear Christine, and marvel at Église 
de la Madeleine, designed as a temple of glory for 
Napoleon�s army. Continue past the geometric 
gardens of the Tuileries as you make your way to 
the Place Vendôme, a vast square surrounded by 
elegant 17th-century facades.

Continue on to Neuve Chapelle  � Explore 
the site of yet another famous WWI battle and 
see the bunker where Hitler and his regiment 
took cover years before his rise to power.
Visit to Beaumont Hamel Newfoundland 

Memorial  � Let the striking bronze caribou 
surrounded by rock and shrubs native to 
Newfoundland catch your eye at the Beaumont 
Hamel Newfoundland Memorial � built to 
commemorate all Newfoundlanders who fought 
in the First World War.
Attend the Last Post Ceremony at the 

Menin Gate  � This monument at the eastern 
exit of Ypres, Belgium was built to mark one 
of the starting points to the front line of the 
First World War. There, you�ll witness the Last 
Post Ceremony, which has honoured those 
lost in World War I every single night at 8pm
since 1928.

Day 7: Ypres € Amsterdam region

Visit to the In Flanders Fields Museum  � 
Continue your journey through rural Belgium 
and France with a visit to the In Flanders Fields 
Museum in Ypres, named after the poem written 
by Canadian Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae, 
where you�ll learn more about World War I and 
Canada�s role in it. Then travel to Amsterdam, 
where you�ll orient yourself with the city�s 
tranquil canals, charming bridges, lopsided houses 
and labyrinth-like roads for the days ahead.

At tend  the  Cand le l igh t 

Ceremony for the Fallen  � Pay 
homage to the brave Canadians 
who la id down their  l ives 

for freedom during this solemn and beautiful 
ceremony organized for EF travellers. Surrounded 
by candles, students will have the opportunity to 
lay wreaths on the tombs of fallen soldiers.

Day 8: Amsterdam region

Guided sightseeing of Amsterdam  � 
A local guide shows you Amsterdam�s most 
famous sites on a walk through the city. See 
the pristine Westerkerk (West Church), where 
Rembrandt and his son are buried, before visiting 
Amsterdam�s lively Dam Square, created to 
prevent the Zuiderzee Sea from flooding the 
reclaimed land on which the city sits. There, 
you�ll take in the majesty of the Dutch Royal 
Palace before making your way across some 
of Amsterdam�s most well-known bridges to 
Rembrantplein � a square packed with terrace 
cafes, diamond shops, nightclubs and hotels.
Visit to Het Loo Palace  � Travel to the town 
of Apeldoorn to visit lavish Het Loo Palace. 
Once a residence of the Dutch Royal Family, 
the palace became a state museum in 1984 so 
that everyone could enjoy its intricate gardens, 
original furniture and masterful artwork.

Troops running into battle.



At tend L ibera t ion  Day 

Celebrations  � Join world 
officials, veterans and members 
of the Dutch Royal Family 

in Wageningen for the official Liberation Day 
parade and ceremony honouring Canada�s part in 
the heroic liberation of the Netherlands in World 
War II.

Day 9: Amsterdam region

A t t e n d  H o l o c a u s t 

remembrance act iv i t ies  
� Reflect on the horrors of 
the Holocaust and pay tribute 

to those who suffered through this dark but 
important chapter in history with visits to the 
Jewish Historical Museum, a synagogue and a 
special remembrance ceremony. 

Day: 10 Home

Return home  � Your tour director helps ensure 
you arrive at the airport smoothly. Then it�s time 
to say farewell, check-in and let the memories 
settle during your flight home.

For complete financial and enrolment 

details, please refer to the Booking 

Conditions.

2010/Fall
VEFF100509ITN
Itinerary subject to change.

Discover the Global Classroom

Cert no. SW-COC-002508

Enrol at eftours.ca/student
or call 1-800-263-2806 

(in Quebec: 1-866-750-2550)


