
LONDON, AMSTERDAM 
AND PARIS

IN MAY 2010, thousands 
of Canadian students, teachers 
and veterans will journey through 
Europe to attend the o�  cial 
Victory in Europe 65th anniversary 
celebrations commemorating 
the end of World War II and the 
liberation of the Netherlands. 

Make history by taking part in 
this once-in-a-lifetime event.

VICTORY IN EUROPE - CELEBRATE THE OFFICIAL 65TH VE DAY ANNIVERSARY

BE A PART OF HISTORY



For a detailed itinerary, visit: eftours.ca/VEL

Countries visited:
England € The Netherlands € Belgium € France

  Program Fee includes:
Full-time bilingual EF Tour Director
Transportation: Round-trip ” ight € Deluxe motor

coach € Ferry
Accommodations: 9 overnight stays in hotels with 

private bathrooms € 1 night ferry accommodations
Meals: European breakfast and dinner daily 
Sightseeing tours (7): London (2) € Cambridge 

Amsterdam € Paris (2) € Normandy beaches
Visits to special attractions (10): London Imperial War 

Museum € Churchill Museum and Cabinet War Rooms 
Duxford Imperial War Museum € Fitzwilliam Museum
Het Loo Palace € Vimy Ridge Memorial € Beaumont 
Hamel Newfoundland Memorial € Juno Beach Centre  
Louvre € Notre Dame Cathedral

Visits to special ceremonies (3): Candlelight 
Ceremony for the Fallen € Liberation Day Celebrations 
Last Post Ceremony at the Menin Gate Memorial

Optional Excursions:
Windsor € Versailles

The scheduled departure date for this tour is April 29, 2010.

Day 1: Flight

Overnight flight to England  � Relax as you fly 
across the Atlantic.

Day 2: London

Arrival in London  � Touch down in London 
where you�re greeted by your bilingual EF Tour 
Director who stays with you throughout your 
tour.
EF walking tour of London  � Begin your 
stay in this legendary city with a stroll along 
the banks of the River Thames. These shadowy 
waters gave the city its name, which derives from 
Llyn-Dyn, Celtic for �city of the lake.� Walk 
along the Strand and see the spot considered to 
be London�s geographic centre; all measurements 
of distances to London end here. Enter Trafalgar 
Square and pause at Nelson�s Column, built to 
commemorate his 1805 victory in the Battle 
of Trafalgar. Continue on to Leicester Square, 
where duelists once fought to the death. Then 
saunter through London�s tiny Chinatown. Your 
walk ends at chic Covent Garden, where you�ll 
enjoy watching street performers (or �buskers�) 
amuse the lively crowds.

Day 3: London

Guided sightseeing of London  � Continue 
exploring London with a local guide who leads 
you on a panoramic tour of the city. Begin in 
Grosvenor Square, sometimes called �Little 
America� because it�s the site of the U.S. embassy 
and the house where Eisenhower once lived. 
Continue to Hyde Park Corner, located at the 

southeast corner of Hyde Park, one of London�s 
largest parks. At bustling Piccadilly Circus, the 
intersection of five busy streets, check out the 
bright lights and big-city displays. Pass Speaker�s 
Corner, where anyone with something to say is 
invited to speak his or her mind. Snap a photo 
of the Houses of Parliament and continue along 
London�s South Bank for views of the famous 
London Bridge. Stroll across the Millennium 
Bridge for an orientation of St. Paul�s Cathedral, 
the magnificent 17th century Baroque church 
designed by Sir Christopher Wren. Finally, 
witness a London tradition � the Changing of 
the Guard (subject to scheduling).
Optional excursion to Windsor  � You can also 
choose to journey to the Royal Family�s retreat, 
Windsor, built by William the Conqueror in 
1070. (On the rare occasion that Windsor Castle is 

closed, you•ll instead visit Henry VIII•s extravagant 

retreat at Hampton Court. Participants must enrol 

on this excursion no later than 50 days prior to 

departure.)

Day 4: London

Visit to London•s war museums  � Start 
the day with a visit to London�s Imperial War 
Museum, dedicated to preserving the history of 
military conflict from the First World War up to 
modern times. Take in the museum�s displays, 
which include tanks, aircraft, photographs, 
letters, films and paintings. Then learn more 
about Britain�s struggle in World War II with a 
visit to the Churchill Museum and the Cabinet 
War Rooms, where the famous Prime Minister 

Changing of the Guard at Buckingham Palace

12 DAYS London, Amsterdam and Paris
England € The Netherlands € Belgium € France

Number of overnight stays in parentheses. This tour may also be reversed.



exhibit on ancient coins and medals. Imagine all 
the great emperors and empresses that used the 
currency before it made its way to the museum. 
Then, trace the development of manufacturing 
techniques when you examine the vast collection 
of decorative arts and sculptures.
Overnight Ferry  � Board a ferry at Harwich and 
get some sleep as you cross the channel to the 
Netherlands.

Day 6: Amsterdam region

Arrival in Hoek  � Dock at Hoek and travel to 
Amsterdam where a local guide gives you a more 
in-depth look at this curious and scenic city.
EF walking tour of Amsterdam  � See the 
pristine Westerkerk (West Church), where 
Rembrandt and his son are buried, before visiting 
Amsterdam�s lively Dam Square, created to 
prevent the Zuiderzee Sea from flooding the 
reclaimed land on which the city sits. There, 
you�ll take in the majesty of the Dutch Royal 
Palace before making your way across some 
of Amsterdam�s most well-known bridges to 
Rembrant-plein � a square packed with terrace 
cafes, diamond shops, nightclubs and hotels. 

At tend  the  Cand le l igh t 

Ceremony for the Fallen  � Pay 
homage to the brave Canadians 
who la id down their  l ives 

for freedom during this solemn and beautiful 

directed the war against Germany while protected 
underground from the infamous Blitzkrieg 
bombings. 

Day 5: Duxford € Cambridge € Night ferry

Travel to Duxford  � Visit the Imperial War 
Museum and get a feel for the everyday challenges 
presented by modern warfare. Founded in 1917, 
the museum originally sought to serve as an 
active memorial to those who died during World 
War I, but has since added to its collection from 
conflicts of the 20th century to the present. 
See actual tanks, military aircraft and weapons 
of war.
EF walking tour of Cambridge  � Continue 
to Cambridge and walk along the River Cam, 
across the Bridge of Sighs, and through the Backs 
(grassy slopes behind the medieval colleges). 
Cambridge alumni range from Lord Tennyson to 
Charles Darwin. While at Cambridge University, 
visit King�s College, whose stunning Gothic 
chapel was designed by Henry VI in the 15th 
century to be England�s finest church. Then 
visit the Fitzwilliam Museum, which houses an 
array of precious historical items from ancient 
Egyptian artifacts to Renaissance illuminated 
manuscripts to a wide variety of paintings and 
drawings. Visit the Department of Manuscripts, 
where you can see the autographs of Thomas 
Hardy and Virginia Woolf. Stroll through the 

ceremony organized for EF travellers. Surrounded 
by candles, students will have the opportunity to 
lay wreaths on the tombs of fallen soldiers.

Day 7: Amsterdam region

Visit to Het Loo Palace  � Travel to the town 
of Apeldoorn to visit lavish Het Loo Palace. 
Once a residence of the Dutch Royal Family, 
the palace became a state museum in 1984 so 
that everyone could enjoy its intricate gardens, 
original furniture and masterful artwork.

At tend  L i be ra t i on  Day 

Celebrations  � Join world 
officials, veterans and members 
of the Dutch Royal Family 

in Wageningen for the official Liberation Day 
parade and ceremony honouring Canada�s part in 
the heroic liberation of the Netherlands in World 
War II.

Day 8: Vimy € Ypres

Transfer to Vimy Region  � Journey to Vimy, 
site of the Canadian Corp�s clever and courageous 
capture of Hill 145 during the Battle of Vimy 
Ridge in the First World War.
Visit to Vimy Ridge Memorial  � Now 
home to a towering white marble monument 
commemorating Canada�s peacekeeping efforts � 
and some say, the birth of a nation � Hill 145 is 
sure to move any visiting Canadian to reflect on 
Canada�s place in history and in the world today.
Continue on to Neuve Chapelle  � Visit the 
site of yet another famous WWI battle and see 
the bunker where Hitler and his regiment took 
cover years before his rise to power.
Visit to Beaumont Hamel Newfoundland 

Memorial  � Let the striking bronze caribou 
surrounded by rock and shrubs native to 
Newfoundland catch your eye � built to 
commemorate all Newfoundlanders who fought 
in the First World War.
Attend the Last Post Ceremony at the 

Menin Gate  � End the day with a somber visit 
to Menin Gate: a monument at the eastern 
exit of Ypres, Belgium and built to mark one 
of the starting points to the front line of the 
First World War. There, you�ll witness the Last 
Post Ceremony, which has honoured those 
lost in World War I every single night at 8pm
since 1928.

Day 9: Normandy

Tour director-led sightseeing of Normandy 

Beaches  � Start the day with a scenic drive 
along the Norman coast, which takes you to the 
beaches that saw the famous D-Day landing. 
Explore the area, still marked with dugouts and 

Celebrating Victory on May 8th, 1945.



bunkers, where the First Canadian Army came 
ashore. Look out over the sheer cliffs and imagine 
the difficulty of the Anglo-American-Canadian 
forces� aerial descent. At the Beny-sur-Mer war 
cemetery, pay homage to the soldiers, including 
a tragic case of three brothers who gave their lives 
that day.
Visit the Juno Beach Centre  � Explore a 
cultural centre and museum which documents 
the Canadian war effort.
Stop in Arromanches  � You�ll also have 
a chance to stop in Arromanches where you 
can see the Mulberry harbours � temporarily 
built to offload cargo onto the beaches of 
Normandy during World War II � and visit its 
nearby museum. Or, choose to honour the 20 
Canadian soldiers cruelly executed at the Abbaye 
d�Ardenne.

Day 10: Paris

Travel to Paris  � Today, make your way to the 
City of Lights to visit some of the world�s most 
famous sites.
Visit to the Louvre museum  � Originally 
built to fortify the city in the 13th century, 
today it safeguards one of the world�s greatest art 
collections. Enter the museum through world-
renowned architect I.M. Pei�s glass pyramid, 
constructed in 1989. Inside, discover priceless 
antiquities from Asia, Greece and Rome. You�ll 
also see precious objects from the Middle Ages 
and the Renaissance, as well as iconic paintings 
such as the Mona Lisa.
EF walking tour of Paris � Your tour director 
will take you on a walking tour centred around 
the ˛le de la CitØ, considered the birthplace of 
Paris. This island, surrounded entirely by the 
Seine, has been inhabited since the 3rd century 
B.C. and was the political and religious centre of 
France for centuries. ˛le de la CitØ houses three 
of Paris� most important buildings: Notre Dame 
Cathedral; the Conciergerie, Paris� first prison; 
and St. Chapelle, the Gothic Catholic church.
Visit to Notre Dame Cathedral  � Take an 
in-depth look at the towering Notre Dame 
Cathedral. Built between 1163 and 1361 over 
the remains of an ancient Roman temple. It was 

here that Napoleon crowned himself emperor in 
1804. Victor Hugo once described the sculptured 
facade of Notre Dame as �a vast symphony in 
stone.� But it was Hugo�s novel, The Hunchback 

of Notre Dame, that sparked a 23-year restoration 
of the building. Inside, you�ll be awed by the 
stained-glass rose windows and seemingly 
weightless vaulted ceilings.

Day 11: Paris

Guided sightseeing of Paris � Continue your 
Parisian experience under the wing of a local 
guide who shows you some of the world�s best-
known sites. Begin with the imposing Arc de 
Triomphe, commemorating Napoleon�s Grande 
ArmØe. Take a drive down the elegant Champs-
ÉlysØes to the Place de la Concorde. Pass the 
Conciergerie, where prisoners of the Revolution 
spent their final days, and see Les Invalides, 
Louis XIV�s grand retirement home for wounded 
soldiers. You�ll also see the École Militaire, where 
Napoleon graduated to lieutenant and was told 
he�d go far if circumstances allowed. Next, make 
a photo stop at the Eiffel Tower to marvel at the 
6,000-ton centrepiece for the 1889 World�s Fair. 
You�ll hear the story of how this impressive � but 
once highly controversial � symbol of Paris was 

spared the wrecking ball in 1909. Pass the OpØra 
Garnier, where the famous Phantom of the Opera 
haunted his dear Christine, and marvel at Église 
de la Madeleine, designed as a temple of glory for 
Napoleon�s army. Continue past the geometric 
gardens of the Tuileries as you make your way to 
the Place Vendôme, a vast square surrounded by 
elegant 17th-century facades.
Optional excursion to Versailles  � You may 
also choose to visit Versailles, the elaborate palace 
where the Sun King, Louis XIV, held court in the 
most lavish style imaginable.

Day 12: Home

Return Home � Your tour director helps ensure 
you arrive at the airport smoothly. Then it�s time 
to say farewell, check-in and let the memories 
settle during your flight home.

For complete financial and enrolment 

details, please refer to the Booking 

Conditions. 
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Itinerary subject to change.
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Canadian soldiers preparing for duty.
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Enrol at eftours.ca/student
or call 1-800-263-2806 

(in Quebec: 1-866-750-2550)


